A Gateway for Our Sustainable Development Plan
Egypt's digital technology sector has promising prospects; it is the second fastest
growing economic sector in the country and has the potential to lead the
development and growth process on all fronts, especially in an age when the world
economy is turning to digital and where information and communications
technologies (ICTs) are becoming the cornerstones of our societies.
We recognise that the economy based on ICT and the internet, or "the digital
economy", as the OECD Declaration states "... is a powerful catalyst for innovation,
growth and social prosperity... promot(ing) a more sustainable and inclusive growth
focused on well being and equality of opportunities... ". Our sector is being mobilised
in close collaboration with all other sectors towards the fulfilment of the different
pillars of our country's Sustainable Development Plan for 2030 including, first, the
pillar of social justice. Indeed, as we seek to consolidate a fair and interdependent
society characterised by equal economic, social, political rights and opportunities in
which social inclusion and support for vulnerable groups are key, our community
development programmes using digital technologies are steadily evolving, with
entrepreneurship opportunities using ICTs being introduced throughout the country,
for instance, and special programmes being launched for youth, children and people
with disabilities.
Human resources and skills development in digital technologies form a corner stone
of the second pillar of our national plan, and we have adopted ambitious national
initiatives as a way to foster "knowledge, innovation and scientific research" and
pave the way towards a creative and innovative society. Our incubation and
innovation programmes, as well as training programmes, offer a mix of learning and
practical knowledge of the market place.
The third pillar is an economic one, aimed at multiplying the enormous opportunities
offered by the sector through new technology parks which we have established
throughout the land, especially in underprivileged regions. This pillar is coupled with
our electronics manufacturing initiatives and the outsourcing industry. Thanks to
different technology applications and support, we ensure subsidies reach the right
beneficiaries and while keeping expenditures under control.

The 4th pillar of our plan focuses on the environmental dimension to preserve
natural resources and support their efficient use and investment, so upholding the
rights of future generations. For instance, we are putting in place technologies and
IoT solutions to help rationalise energy use and preserve natural resources,
particularly water.
We have worked steadfastly to unleash the potential of digital technologies based on
close collaboration with the different sectors and by consulting a range of
stakeholders. We are endeavouring to further develop our infrastructure to keep
pace with ICT advances worldwide and with the requirements of the knowledge
society and digital economy, as our imminent introduction of 4G communications will
testify. We are aware that our ICT sector must be the catalyst for a competitive and
dynamic economy, both as part of a global market place and as an enabling platform
for business and socio-economic development. That is why we have paid close
attention to several fundamental areas, including infrastructure, cyber security and
the legislative and policy frameworks, particularly access and e-inclusion which are so
essential for a robust digital economy.
We have many challenges ahead including keeping pace with the modernisation of
our infrastructure to fulfil the rising appetite of our citizenry for digital technologies
and systems, and strengthening trust and security, notably with our draft legislation
on cyber crime that is currently being discussed in parliament.

